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Community Benchmarks - Status
Benchmark

(each measured over prior 14 days)
Status

10/2/21
Status

10/16/21
Status

10/30/21
Status

11/13/21
Avg. daily new case count in 

Brookline = <10 per 100k people 7.4 7.5 5.5 10.7
Avg. daily new case count in 
Mass. = <10 per 100k people 20.3 18.5 16.5 23.0

Avg. test positivity rate in 
Brookline = <5.0% 0.48% 0.58% 0.41% 0.69%

Avg. test positivity rate in 
Massachusetts = <5.0% 1.92% 1.83% 1.70% 2.26%

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting 2

Panel 4 selected these four community transmission benchmarks in August 
2020 as triggers for focused evaluation and discussion of whether changes in 

operations are warranted, not as definitive indicators of in-school risk or 
thresholds for automatic action.  Research and PSB-specific data since that 

time have convincingly shown that in-school transmission risk can be kept very 
low even at high levels of community case incidence.
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MA DPH Color Scale

Brookline’s population is ~63,000

Chart and data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting 3
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Trends: Avg. Daily New Cases per 100k

4Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting
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Trends: Avg. Daily New Cases per 100k

5Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting
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Trends: Test Positivity (Brookline)

6Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting
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Trends: Test Positivity (Brookline)

7Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting
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Trends: Test Positivity (Statewide)

8Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting
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Trends: Test Positivity (Statewide)

9Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting
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Trends: Test Positivity and Testing 
Volume (Statewide)

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting 10
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Trends: Test Positivity and Testing 
Volume (Statewide)

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting 11
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Trends: Daily Test Volumes and 
Positivity (Statewide)

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting 12
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Trends: 0-19 Year-Old Age Cohort 
(MA Statewide)

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting; https://www.aap.org/en/pages/2019-
novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/children-and-covid-19-state-level-data-report/ 13
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Trends: 0-19 Year-Old Age Cohort 
(MA Statewide)

Data source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting 14
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Chart source: https://sites.google.com/psbma.org/psb-reopening-hub/dashboard 15
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Chart source: https://sites.google.com/psbma.org/psb-reopening-hub/dashboard 16
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Chart source: https://sites.google.com/psbma.org/psb-reopening-hub/dashboard 17
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Holiday Gatherings and Travel

18Source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-travel; 

• PSB presently is deferring to state and federal guidance/rules.

• MA has no current COVID-specific travel restrictions.  Public 
guidance focuses on fully vaccinated individuals and does not 
address others except to encourage vaccination.

• CDC’s guidance can be found here:
• Travel generally: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/travelers/index.html
• Domestic travel: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html
• International travel: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/travelers/international-travel-during-covid19.html
• Holiday celebrations: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays/celebrations.html
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